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At times the lesson lasted till after nine o'clock, and as
everyone dined together, the rest of the household would
have to wait until the lesson was over. The host, himself
in high spirits, appeared in the dining-room followed by the
five nervous wrecks from Poland. They were not in the
habit of dressing for dinner, and it was all quite informal.
The nervous tension of the lesson had passed, and Paderewski
was now in that bland mood in which he made jokes and
puns. He now looked upon his pupils as though they
were members of his own family. They lived in Lausanne
or in Morges, near enough to be summoned whenever It
was considered necessary. They had to be there if ever
Mme Wilkonska needed help in entertaining guests or
in getting up a party ; they had to be there if one of the
guests were suddenly prevented from coming and somebody
had to take his place ; they had to come if it was discovered
that there were thirteen about to sit down to dinner.
Although Paderewski laughed about it, his own super-
stition grew with the years. It may not have been very
profound—his general outlook was too rational for that—
but at times it gave one the impression that there was still
some inheritance from his distant forefathers, in whose
lives superstition had played its part. Thirteen at table
was impossible, and often one of the five young men was
summoned, and even if his own evening meal was already
over, he had to put on a dress-suit and appear as the four-
teenth person at dinner. If they failed to find a fourteenth,
Jodko, Paderewski's Polish-American adopted son, would
have to leave the big dinner-table and sit at a small table
apart where he would be served. Paderewski would also
never allow three people to light a cigarette from the same
match.
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After a few years a pupils3 concert was arranged at Riond
Bosson. There was a large and distinguished gathering

